Harrison West & Battelle Compromise on Parking Lot Expansion
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WiIN-WIN COMPROMISE HAS ONE DISADVANTAGE:
5TH AVENUE MAY BECOME RUSH HOUR PARKING LOT

Harrison West Representatives and Battelle
Compromise on Parking Lot Expansion

Battelle Memorial Institute has be-
gun plans to construct a surface parking
lot on the area west of Perry to the
Olentangy River, from Fifth south past
Fourth, with a capacity of about 1,000 cars.

Efforts to mitigate the potential
adverse impact of this undertaking upon
the neighborhood have been included in
the plan following several meetings with
representatives from the Harrison West
Society.

Battelle has additionally granted an
easement for the Olentangy Bikeway
along the western edge of its property
and through appropriate landscaping and
lighting fixtures, has agreed to themati-
cally connect the neighborhood to the
river and the bikeway. The multi-purpose
recreational facility or bikeway will con-
nect Harrison West to downtown along
the river when the Spring-Sandusky in-
terchange is completed.

The remaining portion of Battelle’s
property south to Third will remain as a
greenspace for at least three years.
Battelle intends to configure the park-
ing so that the homes facing west on
Perry St. will be overlooking greenspace
and not the parking lot. Many of the new
spaces will be on the former RANCO
or Building #15 site.

Battelle needs the additional 650
parking spaces because it plans to be-

gin leasing surplus office space to OSU
and other commercial tenants.

The area is often thought of by
Harrison West residents as a public park,
but is in reality private property. Battelle
bought many of the former homes
through the 1960s and 70s, finally
amassing all the properties including
Vermont Av. west of Perry by the early
80s, when the houses were demolished
and the area rezoned to C-2 with a spe-
cial variance, allowing more than the
usual commercial/institutional use. In the
late 80s, Battelle planned to build a ware-
house at Fourth and Perry, but withdrew
the plans when the Harrison West Soci-
ety opposed additional zoning require-
ments.

On July 2, the Battelle parking plan
was presented as a proposal to an area
resident’s group that was weighted with
architects from the neighborhood includ-
ing Tim Bass, Frank Petruziello and
Steve Shinn. Craig Copeland, Mary
Funk, Gina Petruziello, Harrison West
News editor Veda Gilp, Steve Tway and
other area representatives also were
part of the group. The proposal was met
with general dismay for its “ordinary”
quality and resultant traffic impact on
the neighborhood. Copeland and Funk
described the plan at the July 11 Society
meeting and a resolution was passed op-

posing the parking lot as proposed.

A new meeting was hastily con-
vened between Battelle and Harrison
West representatives when it became
apparent Battelle was bringing emer-
gency legislation before City Council on
July 29, to instruct the City to vacate
and then sell to Battelle the remaining
two abandoned streets, Hill and Fourth,
and three associated alleys. Crafted into
the legislative package was an eascment
to be granted by Battelle to the Recre-
ation and Parks Dept. along the river
between Fifth and Third Avenues for the
Olentangy Bikeway, making it an irre-
sistible deal for the City: its easement
and more than $70,000 from the sale of
the streets.

The Harrison West Executive
Committee felt the pending legislation
was the point at which the neighborhood
could have the most impact in present-
ing its point of view about the effect of
the expanded parking lot on the neigh-
borhood. Council member Matt Habash,
Aide Chris Snyder, Council member Ri-
chard Sensenbrenner and Aide Steve
Sobol consulted with Copeland and Funk,
providing valuable assistance to the
Harrison West negotiators as they went
to City Hall.

Following negotiations on Monday.
July 22 and Wednesday, July 24 with
Battelle led by Tom McClain, an agree-
ment was arrived at on Friday, July 26,
and was discussed and approved by the
Harrison West Society Executive Board.

(continued on Page 6)
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Harrison West
Society Minutes

July 1996

Meeting called to order at 7:40 p.m.
OLD BUSINESS

Craig Copeland announced that the
Harrison West Garden Tour was very suc-
cessful with over 500 people touring the
gardens. A motion was made by Mary
Funk and seconded by Steve Tway to send
thank you letters to all the residents who
opened their gardens for the tour. In addi-
tion, a special thanks is to be extended to
Gene Roe and Sandy Woolard for all they
did planning the event. Motion passed.

Craig Copeland announced that
Battelle confirmed a donation of $1500 to
purchase a cast iron fence for the flower
garden in the Harrison West Park. A mo-
tion was made by Veda Gilp and seconded
by Mary Funk to send a thank you letter
to Battelle. Motion passed.

Craig Copeland brought us up to date
on the West 3rd Avenue bridge renova-
tion and proposed bikeway being built
through Harrison West boarding the
Olentangy River. There are some con-
cerns regarding the safety of the route and
the proposed area on the comer of Perry
and West Third (Battelle’s property) where
the bike route would go through the neigh-
borhood. He stressed the importance of
the city sticking to the 1908 plan that was
developed for our area.

A motion was made by Joe Spinelli
and seconded by Veda Gilp for the HWS
to develop a resolution opposing Battelle’s
plans to turn their property on Perry and
Third into a parking lot. Motion passed.
Steve Shinn, Frank Petruziello, Craig
Copeland, Randy Morrison, Jerry Colvin,
Veda Gilp and Steve Tway were appointed
to write the resolution.

Joe Spinelli reported that he has been
working with Pastor Morris and Helen
Knapp on the Morretti’s Poultry truck traf-
fic. There has been significant damage to
property, telephone lines and poles, curbs
and sidewalks, and recently a parked car
had been hit by one of the semis. A meet-
ing was held with Jim Stowe and Deborah

Mullen-Pinckney with the Community
Relations Commission. They will be work-
ing with the neighborhood in an attempt to
getting some resolution regarding the truck
traffic.

NEW BUSINESS

A motion was made by Joe Spinelli
and seconded by Steve Tway to form a
Traffic and Safety Committee to address
any problems in the neighborhood. Motion
passed. The group will include: Joe Spinelli,
Pastor Morris and Helen Knapp.

Mary Funk announced that a con-
cerned citizens group has been formed by
local neighborhoods to express their con-
cemns to Broad Street Management re-
garding the problems with the property and/
or certain tenants. Any concerns regard-
ing these units should be directed to Mary
Funk.

Joe Spinelli announced that the
Michigan Market has been sold to a new
owner and they will be taking possession
of the store within the week. Their plans
are to keep the store open and do some
renovating.

Mary Funk announced that the
Guardian had an article about Terty Price
and encouraged residents to read it.

The Harrison West Park renovations
are to be completed by early September.
A motion was made by Steve Tway and
seconded by Craig Copeland to have a
park dedication and pot luck on Saturday,
September 28, 1996. Motion passed.

Veda Gilp announced that articles for
the Harrison West News will be accepted
until the third Friday of each month by the
end of the day. If you have any questions
and/or articles of interest you can fax them
to Veda at 444-1710 or call

Harrison West News

is the monthly publication of the
Harrison West Society, Inc.

Officers

PRESIDENT

Craig Copeland 299-3737
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Richard Morris 861-3003
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Joe Spinelli 294-3637
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while accuracy is paramount, the
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Copyright 1996 by IHarrison West
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Harrison West Society meets 2nd
Thursday of each month at Godman
Guild, 7:30 pm.

Avenue bridge and proposed bikeway.
Motion passed.
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

her at 299-6877 to arrange
a time to drop off the ar-
ticle.

A motion was made

(614) 297-7400
Residence 299-1867
Fax 291-6349

by Pastor Morris and sec-
onded by Peg Monigold to
pay the bills. Motion passed.

A motion was made
by Veda Gilp and seconded
by Pastor Morris to develop
a resolution for the reno-
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Harrison West Society
Membership Registration

Please complete this form and mail it, along with your appropri-
atc contribution to Joe Spinelli, Secretary, Harrison West
Society, 465 Vermont Place, Columbus, Ohio 43201.
Membership dues are paid annually.

PHONE

ADDRESS

l
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|
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| Select one:
!

Oindividual $10
O Sustaining $20

OSenior (60 and over) $5
O Patron (Business) $25

by vour fellow Harrison West residents.
Join us and make a difference in your
neighborhood.

HAIR « NAILS - SKIN CARE - COSMETIC APPLICATION
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444 West Third Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43201
(614) 299-2409
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The Neighborhood Traffic Scene

by Peter Anderson

Harrison West and Victorian Village
continue to weather the increased traffic
flow generated by the Spring-Sandusky In-
terchange construction. The 25 mph speed
limit on residential sections of Third, Fifth,
King, and Neil will continue, to help reduce
the impact of increased traffic.

The local police substation (645-4942)
is interested in feedback from you. Please
call to voice your interest to them.

The Joint Neighborhood Traffic Com-
mittee continues to work with the Colum-
bus Traffic Engineering and Parking Divi-
sion (CTEPD) to help make arterial streets
in our neighborhood more livable. Recently,
CTEPD created a new position of “Traffic
calming engineer” to help address the in-
creasing, negative impact of traffic on resi-
dential areas. Jim Davis temporarily is filling
the post while CTEPD seeks a more perma-
nent candidate. Currently, he is following
up on a proposal from a January 1996 meet-
ing to examine changes to Third, Fifth, King,
and Neil Avenues that will help to visually
reinforce the 25 mph speed limit.

Proposed changes involve islands,
particularly at identified entrance points to
Dennison Place, Harrison West, NECCO, and
Victorian Village. The idea is that islands

would help visually narrow the streetscape
at the entrance points, and provide motor-
ists a transition to our neighborhoods.

Possible techniques to produce the
transition islands include repainting the
street, textured and colored street surfaces,
embossed cobblestone street surfaces, and
uncurbed and curbed islands. The last two
options may permit landscaped transition
islands.

Clearly, neighborhood input is impor-
tant. Please contact Peter Anderson (294-
5647) or Richard Gursky (421-7168) for more
information.

Our committee sent a request to OSU
that future contracts for delivered services
to OSU — particularly those involving semi
tractor-trailers or large trucks — specify
nonresidential routes.

Currently our neigh-

Lane Avenue exit with little change in travel
distance. Gene Hansford, Senior Planner at
OSU, proposed this action last fall.

Contact Mr. Hansford (400 Classroom
Bldg., 2009 MillikinRoad, OSU, 43210) to
express your interest and concern to reduce
neighborhood OSU truck traffiC.

Our neighborhoods have weathered
Phase 1 of the Spring-Sandusky Interchange
Project. Phase II begins soon, when all
southbound 3135 traffic will be rerouted onto
Olentangy at the Kinnear Road exit and di-
rected back onto 315 at the Third Avenue
entrance ramp.

This disruption of 315 will increase
congestion in our neighborhood, particu-
larly if Olentangy River Road becomes suf-
ficiently congested to encourage highway
traffic to head east on King, Fifth, and Third
and then south on Neil or High.

Please voice your concern to the Co-
lumbus Traffic Engineering and Parking Di-
vision (645-7790)

borhood is a popular deliv-
ery route for OSU. For ex-
ample, Economy Linen and
Towel Service operate sev-
eral tractor trailer deliveries
through the neighborhood at
all hours of the day. It would
appear that such long dis-
tance deliveries — from
Zanesville in this case —
could be routed through the

St. Francis of Assisi

Roman Catholic

Church
(in Victorian Village)
386 Buttles Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43215
299-5781

Weekend Masses

Saturday: 6:30 p.m. (Tridentine Mass)
Sunday: 9 and 11 a.m.

Korean Community: 1 p.m.

Masses During the Week
Monday thorugh Friday: 6 p.m.
Holyday Masses Vigil: 6 p.m.
Holyday: 12 noon and 6 p.m.;
7:30 p.m. (Tridentine Mass)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 5:30 -6 p.m.; by appointment

ALL ARE WELCOME

4:30 PM T0 6:30 PM
ALL CHECK OUT
LANES OPEN
f{ MONDAY THRU

- FRIDAY

AND THAT'S NO LINE!
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD KROGER FOOD & DRUG AT 7TH AND HIGH
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[-670 Freeway Cap
Design Charrette

The [-670 Freeway expansion will
change the way our neighborhoods interact
with Downtown. To combat this, the city coun-
cil, local businesses, and neighborhood resi-
dents are calling for a Cap to physically re-
connect the High Street retail corridor with
the North Market and Downtown areas as
well as address the dead space which currently
exists around the intersection of Park Street
and Goodale Boulevard.

Recognizing that a successful cap must
be well designed and economically feasible,
neighborhood residents, city council members
and local businesses have called for a design
charrette to generate innovative, collaborative
conceptual design solutions and allow for in-
put from local stakeholders.

A design charrette is a kind of brain-
storming design session of architects, design
professionals, and representatives of the Short
North, Italian Village, Victorian Village, and the
North Market Merchants.

The Neighborhood Design Assistance
Center and the Urban Design Committee of
the Columbus Chapter of the American Insti-
tute of Architects are the charrette sponsors.

The Charrette is scheduled for August
24 from 8:30 to 5 PM at the Greek Orthodox
Church. Five to 10 teams of architects will be
assembled.

Each team will develop conceptual de-
sign solutions, including plan and elevation
or perspective drawings, which will address
the goals of the charrette and identify pro-
posed uses. At day’s end, each team will
present their proposals. The presentations will
be open to the public.

Participants must register by August 9.
Call Frank Elmer at 461-1144 or Don DeVere at
221-5001 for info.

(continued from Page 1)

Battelle Parking Lot
Compromise

The agreement includes the following
points:

In consideration of these issues,

1. Battelle will not seek any curb cuts
into the parking lot south of Fifth Av. along
Perry St. If the City of Columbus’ Traffic Di-
vision indicates that the curb cuts are not
necessary, Battelle will not install them.
Battelle will join the neighborhood represen-
tatives to jointly meet with the City of Colum-
bus Traffic Division to convey this message.

COMMENT -(Traffic Engineering &
Parking issued a letter on July 26 stating
no access along Perry Street would be
needed.,) That there be no traffic entering/
exiling the parking lot on Perry St. was the
negotiating team s most important goal.
Before, Battelle was free to configure the lot
so that it used the existing streets and alleys
on Perry, inundating the neighborhood s
streets with autos. The legislation for the
vacating/sale has this agreement not to seek
curb cuts included in the City ordinance.

2. Battelle will provide a walkway from
Perry Street to the bike path and allow neigh-
bors to use it. However, Battelle will not pro-
vide a dedicated right-of-way.

COMMENT - The team had sought an
access easement granting the privilege to
cross the property at or about Fourth Ave.
in perpetuity.

3. Battelle will convert the Fifth Avenue
and Perry Street surface parking lot to
greenspace.

COMMENT - The neighborhood rep-
resentatives felt that after this small park-
ing lot was landscaped with buffer zones
reducing its capacity, that the relatively
small mumber of cars it would hold could be

added to the main lot. This provides an op-
portunity to make a pleasant landscaped
pork-setting entrance to the neighborhood
and visually mitigate the missing houses on
Fifth Avenue.

4. Battelle will create a 45 foot buffer
zone (from the curb, which equates to 27 foot
from the right-of-way) along the west side of
Perry Street, including mounding, trees and
low-level shrubbery. (Also, Battelle would
climinate from its plan seven “head-in” park-
ing spaces at the intersections of Vermont
Place and Perry Street and Fourth Avenue and
Perry Street.)

COMMENT - A 100 foot buffer zone
was sought from the curb to provide ample
space and in a more meaningful way connect
the landscaped spaces at Fifth and Third
Avenues.

5. Battelle will engage a landscape ar-
chitect to provide a tie-in of all greenspace
and buffer zones along Battelle Blvd., Perry
and Third through an architectural landscape
theme to the riverfront, and will collaborate
with neighborhood representative in overall
design of the landscape architectural theme.

Neighborhood representatives include
Architects Frank Petruziello and Steve Shinn.

In addition, Battelle has offered to pro-
vide improvements to its Harrison West prop-
erty totalling about $1.5 million;

1. Create tree-lined greenspace between Fourth
Avenue and Third Avenue.

2. Provide mounding and landscaping in the
buffer zones.

3. Provide decorative strect lamps along Perry
Street.

4. Provide easement for bike path along the river.
5. Provide an improved parking lot between Fifth
Avenue and Third Avenue with substantial land-
scape improvements.

6. Provide improved landscaping along Third
Avenue and

and central air - $130’s

DOOLEY

HOME OF THE MONTH

Dennison Place brick home features 3 bedrooms,
2 baths, exposed brick, some wood floors, first
floor laundry, wraparound porch, new furnace

Bruce Dooley, CRS 299.8097

&

COMPANY

R Bk T TGRS

614/297-8600

~ |Harrison House
Bed and Breakfast

Maryanne Olson

1l 313 West Fifth Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43201
| (614) 421-2202
(800) 827-4203

“Victorian Living In The Heart of Columbus”

Fifth Avenue,
including the
four corners sur-
rounding the
Tisdale & Fifth
Avenue inter-
section.
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Buying or Selling? Call Your Midto
BRUCE DOOLEY. CRS. GRI

BROKER
Over £36 million in net sales
Proven sales record

Certified Residential Speci

DOOLE

Y
COMPAN " 252 W.Fifth Ave. Columbus. Ohio
RE ~LTORS 614.297-8600 / 614:299-8097

LﬂY Tom & Jerry Auto Service
OUA CE s erryMajliirgdincsr::;gir

T
1
SER Towing - Wheel Balancing - Front End Alignment ¢
Complete Tune U&; Carburetor Service
. Brake Service » Transmissions

SAVE $15ONFIRST ([
ORDER OF $1000R  |KLIILL o

MORE il we Instali Quality NAPA Parts

1701 Kenny Road* Columbus OH 43212+ 438-85070
...I........U...........I..

When You Need Real Estate Advice

Dunkel

company,
REALTORS

David Dunkel, GRI CRS
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
INVESTMENT/MANAGEMENT

1-7373

381 WEST THIRD AVE.
COLUMBUS, OHIO 43201

JiMm STERNER

RELIABILITY SINCE 1950
RESIDENTIAL RENOVATION SPECIALISTS

ALUMINUM or VINYL SIDING FROM THE LEADING MFRS.

Price ®* Color Selection ® Professional Installation
FREE ESTIMATES CALL AND COMPARE «WINDOWS

el 299-0502 |

Bl if no ans call 436-7740 *DOORS

CIRCULARS
City-wide delivery

— e = -

e ABLE
« ESTABLISHED IN 1932

We specialize in THE SHORT NORTH area
Door-to-door distribution of Circulars, Samples,
Coupons, etc.

“It’ in the bag - 52 weeks a year™

RELIABLE

Advertising & Distributing Co.
1041 Summit Street

294-1629

Re-Elect

' PRISCILLA
MEAD

Representing
Harrison West
2nd to 7th west of Neil

644-6003

Paid for by the Committee to Re-Elect Priscilla Mead, T.J. Riley, Treasuret
10 West Broad Street, Suite 1800, Columbus, Ohio 43215

GET RESULTS!

When it’s time to sell your house,
you want assured results...
at the highest price.

HARRISON
WEST’S - aneighbor specializing in
REALTOR ourneighborhood.

» guaranteed personal service
on every step of the selling of
yourhouse.

« national relocation network.

* a proven record of results.

KEN WIGHTMAN 294-5335

YEN WIGHTMAN, Broker ThePrudential @
» Buying or Selling Residential One, REALTORS®
R TR U P MR 71 N, High Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215




